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Worksite Stars of York County Receives “Community Program of the Year” Award at Ceremony in Augusta

The Governors Council on Physical Activity awarded “Community Program of the Year” to Worksite Stars of York County, a wellness program of Goodall Hospital. In total, 31 programs vied for awards given out in 8 categories, each targeting a different population. The Worksite Stars of York County program was one of only two selected for top honors and was given a check for $250.00. 
Kim La Chance, Chairman of the Sanford-Springvale Chamber of Commerce, was in attendance at the awards ceremony. LaChance stated “The Chamber was proud to nominate the Worksite Stars Program for this award, businesses are lucky to have such an incredible resource available to them. Employee wellness is important for small and large businesses and this program helps companies take it from theory to reality.” 
“A Job Well Done!” was the comment made by Governor John Baldacci as he presented the award to Patricia Gulnac, Health Promotion Coordinator for Partners for Healthier Communities, the program at Goodall Hospital that spearheads Worksite Stars of York County, in a ceremony in Augusta. The program was selected for its innovation and its ability to reach out to area businesses. 
Senator Jon Courtney met with the award winners and said, “I commend the Worksite Stars of York County because of it collaborative nature, it has combined federal, state and local resources to make healthy workplaces accessible for employees of large and small companies.” State Representative Joan Nass also gave her congratulations to the collaborating partners.
The Worksite Stars of York County provides employers with policies, activities, training programs and educational materials so they can implement effective employee wellness programs. Partners for Healthier Communities, Goodall Occupational Clinics and the Sanford-Springvale Chamber of Commerce are all partners in the program and due to funding from the Healthy Maine Partnerships, most of the programs and services are free of charge. If you are interested in having an employee wellness expert visit your company or would like to receive additional information, please contact Patricia Gulnac at worksitestars@goodallhospital.org.
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Attached: Picture: Pictured above are State Representative Joan Nass; Substance Abuse Prevention Coordinator for Partners for Healthier Communities (PHC), a program of Goodall Hospital, Connie Roux; Sarah Roberts, Project Director for PHC; Kim LaChance, Sanford Springvale Chamber of Commerce; Patricia Gulnac, Health Promotions Coordinator for PHC; and State Senator Jon Courtney with the “Community Program of the Year” award that was presented to Worksite Stars of York County, a wellness program of Goodall Hospital that is spearheaded by Partners for Healthier Communities.

